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ONES TO WATCH

A

SCATIUSC A MARING |
A VOICE FOR REFORM |

Between young Italians looking for work, migrants trying to start a new life and women
seeking equal opportunities, the demands on Catiuscia Marini, President of the PES
Group in the Committee of the Regions, are certainly wide-ranging. Her response is a call
Jor change, from grassroots politics to the highest authorities of the EU.
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he fight for social justice in
a global ecomomy Is not a
challenge for the faint-
hearted, But in Catiuscia
Marin, President of the PES
Group In the Committee of the
Regions, progressives have & very determined ally
in an important Eusopean role. The CoR is a sig-
reficant, but often low-profle player in the wider
democratic process of the European Union. Bring-
ing together 350 slectad regional and local rep~
resertatives, 2 provides & vital link betwoen EU
polcy and its mpact on ordinary dtzens. As head
of the PES Group, Marinfs main objective is 1o
Achiew & re-aurch of sustairabie growth and cb
creation in ELJ cities and regons. However, she is
equally aware of the need for the European Com-
MESON 10 ProPOsN INCONIVE Teasues ‘Or achiov
ing the social cbjectves of ®e Eweope 2020
strategy. Economic and social progress need to
gohand in hand.
President of Itsly's Umtria Regicn and & Demo-
cratc Party depuy in the national assembly, Marini
was bom into a family in the central itakan town
of Todi where polcs snd workers' rights had an
imporiast role, "My father was & member of the
CGIL trade union condederation and polics was
Sways the centre of our discussions at home' she
recalls. Her own poltics) swslasning began durng
Pigh schaol and usiversity in the lale 19803, where
she became involved in student poltics as amem-
ber of the Giovanile Snistra national executive.
Al the teme, than wis & lot of student activity in
Ialy, incudeg e Pantera’ movement which occe-
pled faculty bulldings In profest st planned reforms
of usiversitios. There were aiso inteenational
events such as Tanarmen Square and the fall of
the Berln Wal. Given my bacikground, it all made
me very mothvated 10 get invaived in poltics.”
Right from the start, her core vaiues have been
dear: "Social justice and oquaity, which incudes
equal opportunities for young people and for
wormen Although my generstion had mome eedom
and greater opportunities Bhan in the past, young
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TVE ALWAYS BEEN COMMITTED
TO GIVING WOMEN THEIR CHANCE
TO SUCCEED AND TO SUPPORTING

WELFARE PROVISION-

women st struggled to acheve their 4l potental
at work, 56 've always been committed 1o gving
women ther chance 10 succoed and ot a practcal
leve! 10 supporting wetfare provision* Working as
& rosedrcher after graduating with a poltical sc-
4n0h dagres fom 1 University of Perugia, Manini
made her mark in local poitics and eventually
became mayor of her hometown from 1688-2007.
During Hhat time, bar commitment o projects in
support of chidren's rights led 10 her recognition
by UNICEF as a 'Onid Defender Mayor”

ENCOURAGING YOUTH POLITICS

Mariey's career continued 10 flourish, with her elec-
ton in 2010 as president of the Umbria Region
and membership of the CoR in e same year. In
2015, she was se-dlecied o her position in Umbria
and became the Socialst group's president within
the Colt Despite her own rise through the ranks,
Marins is well gacace hat many yousg pecpile ame
indMesent 10 pOISCS ~ and it's a source of geny-
ine concemn. “The fewer people who are involved
in poltcal e, the moro A will be open 1o influence
By poweriul vested interests,” she told Queries. A
more immediate concem hough s the rise of
populist parties across Europe. "It's extremely
worrying” Masinl ssys. ‘Pogulism is just & way of
SMing short, Simpie answers 10 vary complcated
quessons. And & can be dangerous. For today's
major problems - the lack of work, large-scale
immigration snd climate change - there are no
simple solutions. To deal with them, we neod care-
{ul planming, dalogue, research and innovaton.
My concam is that despite 70 years of democracy
in Europe, the appeal of & rationad stongman is

Key Points
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to see change in today's
world, they need to get
involved in politics,

» Complex. global
problems cannot be
solved by the simple
answers of populist

national politics.

“ It's time for a United
States of Europe, with
& central governing
body that has a
real mandate from

Eurcpean citizens.
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"EU'S TOP PRIORITY SHOULD BE
TO PUSH FOR CLOSER INTEGRATION."

beginning %o return ~ albet in different forms."
Though dearly a toic form of nastalga, populism
is presented as an anddote %o today's complex,
globalised world, where power Is often wielded
from afar. “Twenty years ago, the poltical focus
was at a natonal and a regional level, and then
the European level” Marini recalls. “Today, we are
Increasingly dealng with the impact of global
events. A small business in my regon now reles
a great deal on decsions taken at a global level
~ such as export possbiities o certain countries,
the value of the ewro or the state of stock
exchanges. However, Marini also sees a positve
side to the giobal economy in the new opportuni-
ties for sharing research and innovation, and for
finding solutons in a wider, networked world,

APOSITIVE FUTURE

Clearly, there is no shortage of challenges facing
a Europe that, for many of s Gtirens, has lost its
way. "We need fo get back a positive vision of
Ewsope. We have 10 rediscover the passion and
creativity of the founders. They had 1o deal with the
bloodshed of World War I and in a way, we've got
the bloodieting of the economic arisis. We need
reforms that deal with Europe's big stees - employ-
met and our relationship with the rest of the world,
and hat means Africa and e Middle East i we
e 0 address a complex phenomenon ke immi-
gration™ Marini has been helging %o buld those
tonal cooperation projects in Burkina Faso, $e
Palestinian Territorkes and the Peves Centee for
Peaca in Tol Awiv; a0d a5 a member of the European
Pariament delegation for the Maghreb during her
mandate as an MEP from 2006-00. That said,
Mariry aiso bebeves that more has 1o be done closer
o home. "We need a Evrope that is less geared %o
the abstract nies of finarce and the market, and
Can ins%ead recover 3 central focus on politics and

sockal cohesion. In short, we need a Eurcpe that's
usefd and relevant (o the people who Ive here*
Al of this begs a simpie question: HMow? To meet
hese difeent chalenges, what needs 1 happen
%0 the EU and the way it operates? Mariny has long
seen polScs as a way of driving reform, and she
does not pull her punches. *For me, the EU's top
priorty should be to push for closer integration,”
she says. "We can't fumn back. ¥ the dream of the
previous generation was of a unted Europe and
e fall of e Berlin Wal, Soday’s generation should
have another dream: a confederation of Esropean
Unon states and the birth of a genuine poltical
government for Europe. It would involve rational
states ceding more sovereignty, and charges fo
e governing Ewropean insttutons = who should
have a dearer mandate from European citzens.
That means a bigger role for the Evropean Parka-
ment, and also for the parflament and $he governing
body n Europe %o have more confidence in each
other. But| can envisage a United States of Europe,
and | believe $at progressives and reformists
should be working towards the”

ABOUT

Born in 1967, Catiuscia Marini has risen from student and
local politics to being a regional president. A leading figure

in the Committee of the Regions, she hos been o member of
the Democratic Porty's national committee since 2013
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